
China and North Korea:  

A Changing Relationship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicolas Levi, PhD.  

Poland Asia Research Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East-Central Europe and Asia - challenges of the XXI-st century,  

University of Euroregional Economy in Józefów, Poland 

18th-19th June 2012 

 
1 



China and North Korea:  

A Changing Relationship 
Bilateral trade between China and North Korea reached $2.79 billion in 

2008, up 42 percent compared to 2007.  China has served as North Korea's 

chief food supplier and has accounted for nearly 90 percent of its energy 

imports.  Chinese companies invested $500 mln in North Korea.   

 

China agreed to UN Security Council Resolution 1718, which imposed 

sanctions on Pyongyang. By signing off this resolution, Beijing departed from 

its traditional relationship with North Korea, changing from a tone of 

diplomacy to one of punishment.  

 

The relationship between the two countries has changed, as it evolved from 

consisting mainly of military and ideological ties to encompassing economic 

exchanges.  

 

In general, Americans tend to overestimate the influence China has over 

North Korea. 2 



China and North Korea: 

The future of their relationship 

depend of aims of these countries 
China North Korea 

Goal Stability in the 

region 

Unstability in the 

region 

Dependance 

 

By some estimates, 

China provides 80 

percent of North 

Korea's consumer 

goods and 45 

percent of its food. 

North Korea may 

provide some raw 

materials to China 

Foreign Policy 

objectives 

broadening broadening and 

establishment of 

relations with the 

US 

Elites More open minded 

people than in the 

past 

The same family 

will be ruling over 

North Korea 
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China and North Korea 

The future of their relationship 
Optimistic scenario 

- An increasing influence of China over North Korea on geopolitical issues,  

economic issues and humanitarian issues 

 

-A pessimistic scenario 

-- A decreasing influence of China over North Korea; 

-- Chinese companies are leaving North Korea; 

-- North Korea is acting alone 

 

-Current scenario 

-- Chinese and foreign companies are rather not trusting North Korean 

institutions; 

-New elites are emerging. 
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Thanks you! 
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